
Little Universes 
by Heather Demetrios  
YA FIC DEM 
When a tsunami strikes the island where Mae and 
Hannah’s parents are vacationing, it becomes 
clear that their mom and dad are never coming 
home. Forced to move to Boston from California 
for the rest of their senior year, each girl struggles 
with secrets their parents’ death has brought to 
light, and with their uncertainty about the future.  
 
The Loose Ends List  
by Carrie Firestone  
YA FIC FIR 
Maddie plans to spend the last months before 
college tying up high school “loose ends.” Then 
her beloved grandmother drops two bombshells: 
(1) Gram is dying, and (2) She’s taking her entire 
family on a cruise—but at the end, Gram won’t be 
returning home. With a promise to live in the now 
without regrets, Maddie boards the Wishwell de-
termined to make every moment count.  
 
Phantom Limbs 
by Paula Garner 
YA FIC GAR 
Still reeling from the death of his little brother and 
the sudden departure of his first love Meg, Otis 
throws himself into swim training, until three 
years later, Meg returns for the summer and Otis 
tries to rekindle their relationship.  
 
Summer Bird Blue  
by Akemi Dawn Bowman 
YA FIC BOW 
After her sister and songwriting partner, Lea, dies 
in an automobile accident, 17-year-old Rumi is 
sent to Hawaii with an aunt she barely knows 
while she and her mother grieve separately. 

We Are Okay  
by Nina LaCour  
YA FIC LAC 
After leaving her life behind to go to college in New 
York, Marin must face the truth about the tragedy 
that happened in the final weeks of summer when 
her friend Mabel comes to visit.  
 
We Are the Ants 
by Shaun D. Hutchinson  
YA FIC HUT 
After the suicide of his boyfriend, Henry deals with 
depression and family issues, all while wondering if 
he was really abducted and told he has 144 days to 
decide whether or not the world is worth saving.  
 
Wild Blue Wonder  
by Carlie Sorosiak 
YA FIC SOR 
Following a tragic boating accident during the sum-
mer before her senior year, Quinn goes through life 
in a daze of grief until the new boy in town helps 
her understand the truth about love and loss.  
 
A World Without You  
by Beth Revis 
YA FIC REV 
After his girlfriend commits suicide, Bo is convinced 
Sofia’s not actually dead. He believes she’s stuck in 
time—that he somehow left her in the past. As Bo 
becomes determined to save Sofia, he must decide 
whether to face his demons or succumb to a psy-
chosis that will let him be with the girl he loves. 
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The Astonishing Color of After  
by Emily X.R. Pan 
YA FIC PAN  
After her mother's suicide, grief-
stricken Leigh Sanders travels to 
Taiwan to stay with grandparents 
she never met, determined to 
find her mother who she believes 
turned into a bird.  

 
The Beauty That Remains  
by Ashley  Woodfolk  
YA FIC WOO  
Autumn always knew who she was—a talented 
artist and a loyal friend. Shay was defined by two 
things: her bond with her twin sister, Sasha, and 
her love of music.  And Logan always turned to 
writing love songs when his love life was a little 
less than perfect.  
 
But when tragedy strikes each of them, somehow 
music is no longer enough.   
 
Clap When You Land 
by Elizabeth Acevedo   
YA FIC ACE 
Camino Rios lives for the summers 
when her father visits her in the 
Dominican Republic. But this time, 
on the day when his plane is sup-
posed to land, Camino arrives at 
the airport to see crowds of crying 
people... 
 
In NYC, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal’s 
office, where her mother is waiting to tell her that 
her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash. 
 
Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the 
two girls are forced to face a new reality in which 
their father is dead and their lives are forever al-
tered. 

For This Life Only  
by Stacey Kade  
YA FIC KAD  
Jacob Palmer died for three life-changing minutes. And 
when he woke up, nothing was the same. His  brother 
is dead and his family is broken. Jacob’s planned future 
is crushed, along with his pitching arm. Overwhelmed 
by guilt and doubt, Jacob struggles to adjust to this 
new version of the world, one without his brother. And 
then Thera comes into his life.  
 
Goodbye Days  
by Jeff Zentner  
YA FIC ZEN 
When a simple text causes a fatal crash, ending the 
lives of his three best friends, a guilt-ridden Carver be-
comes subject to a criminal investigation and receives 
support from a few loving people before his friends' 
families ask him to share a goodbye day with them  

 
History Is All You Left Me  
by Adam Silvera  
YA FIC SIL 
When Griffin's first love and ex-boyfriend, Theo, dies in 
a drowning accident, his universe implodes.  
 
Even though Theo had moved to California for college 
and started dating Jackson, Griffin never doubted Theo 
would come back to him when the time was right. But 
now, the future he's been imagining for himself has 
gone far off course. If Griffin is ever to rebuild his fu-
ture, he must first confront his history, every last 
heartbreaking piece in the puzzle of his life.  
 
Hope and Other Punch Lines  
by Julie Buxbaum  
YA FIC BUX 
The tragic 9/11 event in NYC that changed the world, 
altered the life of Abbi Hope Goldstein as well as that 
of Noah Stern. They didn’t know each other back then, 
but they know each other now. While Abbi is trying to 
move forward with her life, Noah still has unanswered 
questions that he believes Abbi can help answer. 

How to Make Friends with the Dark  
by Kathleen Glasgow  
YA FIC GLA 
Tiger, sixteen, has been pushing away from her 
overprotective mother, but when her mother dies 
suddenly, Tiger must learn to live when it feels she is 
surrounded by darkness.  
 
I Have Lost My Way 
by Gayle Forman  
YA FIC FOR 
Around the time Freya loses her 
voice while recording her debut 
album, Harun is making plans to run 
away from home to find the boy he 
loves, and Nathaniel is arriving in 
NYC after a family tragedy. After the 
three of them collide in Central Park, they slowly 
reveal their past and begin to find purpose in their 
lives.  
 
I’ll Give You the Sun 
by Jandy Nelson  
YA FIC NEL 
A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told 
from different points in time, and in separate voices, 
by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah. 
 

Instructions for a Secondhand 
Heart 
by Tamsyn Murray  
YA FIC MUR 
Jonny’s spent every day in a hospi-
tal hooked up to machines to keep 
his heart ticking. Then when a do-
nor match is found, that turns out 
to be the cruelest irony of all. Be-

cause for Jonny's life to finally start, someone else's 
had to end. That someone turns out to be Neve's 
twin brother, Leo. When Leo was alive, all Neve 
wanted was for him to leave. Now that Leo's actual-
ly gone forever, Neve has no idea how to move for-
ward. Then Jonny walks into her life looking for an-
swers, and everything starts to change.  


